Garden Club of Hartford
Board Meeting, Tuesday, May 19, 2026
7 Hollister Drive, West Hartford (Jill Peters-Gee’s house)
· Call to Order
President Susan Barney called the meeting to order at 12:00 pm.
· Consent Agenda
The Minutes of April Board meeting were approved.
· Brief announcements 
Katie Nixon announced that the club will apply for the GCA Founder’s Fund Grant for 2027. The grant would be $40,000 and be used for the Hartford Library projects.  The initial application was sent in May 14th and the final app is due October 1st.  
She also noted that any photos that members have from the library project should be sent actual size and as much as possible to not show children’s full faces.  These can be shared directly to the club’s shared photo drive, with date and name of photographer.  
Ann Wood provided updates on the CIC Library project, noting that the completion of the Hartford Downtown Library was done in two days, ahead of plan. The library’s grand reopening is planned for Monday, June 1st and all members are invited to attend.  Katie has provided the library speakers with notes about the club’s history with Hartford public spaces and requested that they recognize the work that the club has provided.  
CIC members will work with the Park Street Library @ The Lyric to plant the rolling herb beds on Thursday, June 4th.  Bo Swanson repaired the one bed that lost a caster.  Kathy Kraczkowsky will order the herbs needed for the planting day.  
· President’s Notes
Susan Barney reminded all that the end of year cocktail party will be held Tuesday, June 2nd at Susan and Sandy Hight’s home at 56 Waterville Rd in Farmington. Parking will be on St. Andrew Drive with signs pointing in that direction.  

Susan also thanked Sarah Dreyer, Katie Nixon and Tracy Payne for the idea of adding the new category of membership, allowing for additional new members to join the club. 
· Discussion/Action items 
Claire Burnett noted that there are a few missing reports for the website. Susan Barney offered to help follow up.  
Mary Ann Haar noted that the Newport Flower Show will take place June 19th-21st with a focus on Botanical Arts theme this year.  
Margaret Szerejko commented that when looking for the GCH website using Google, it is difficult to find our website.  Jill Peters-Gee noted it may be resolved by adding additional search words in the SEO section of GCHartford.org website.  
Gwen Love noted that the Visiting Gardens committee traveled to The Mount in Lenox, MA and those attending agreed it was a wonderful day and worth the visit.  
Jill Peters-Gee commented on the March meeting at the Farmington Library with the support and partnership of Hartford Health Care. The turnout from the public was substantial. She hopes that we can work with them again in 2-3 years on another topic related to conservation.  
She also talked about Levo International and organization that works with HHC to provide food and education to areas in Hartford and around the world where there is food insecurity.  Fal Patel noted about the HHC rooftop gardens that also work with Levo. There was interest from the group on visiting both sites for potential Visiting Garden Tours.  
We ended this conversation with a note that Levo may be able to provide a hydroponic project at the library for children’s education.  
· The meeting adjourned at approx. 12:50pm. 




