Garden Club of Hartford (GCH)
Board Meeting Minutes
March 17, 2026
Attendees:
Katie Nixon, Susie Barney, Julie Shustari, Margaret Szerejko, Lisa Bermel, Marian Kellner, Mem Morrissey, Sarah Dreyer, Jill Peters-Gee, Carrie Hammond
Via Zoom: Tracy Payne, Mary Ann Haar, Sally Weisman

Call to Order
Katie Nixon called the meeting to order.

Mission Moment
Julie Shustari shared a Mission Moment, describing how planting grass in pots and baskets for possible Easter arrangements lifted her mood after a long winter. She noted that the act of planting and the scent of the soil evoked a sense of spring and helped restore her joy.

Approval of Minutes
The February 2026 minutes were amended to include Sarah Dreyer and Julie Shustari as present.
A motion to approve the minutes was made by Carrie Hammond, seconded by Lisa Bermel, and approved unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report
Sally Weisman will send out dues notices this week. The goal is to have all dues collected by April 15.  

Program Committee
Programs for the 2026–2027 year are fully scheduled. The complete schedule is in the board folder.

Founders Fund
Marian Kellner reported that ballots have been sent to all members for the Founders Fund selection. Members are encouraged to vote if they have not already done so. The club’s vote will reflect the ballot results.

President’s Report
· The April Board Meeting will run from 11:50 AM to 12:30 PM, followed by the new member gathering at 12:30 PM.
· Budget discussions will take place at this meeting. All committees should prepare budget requests and consult with Sally regarding any changes.
· A “Super Salad” event will follow for new members. A sign-up sheet is available in Google Docs; members are encouraged to sign up if you haven’t done so yet.
· During the new member session, each committee will present three bullet points outlining their purpose and encouraging participation.
May Annual Meeting:
· All committees should submit a written annual report for the shared file.
· At the meeting, committees should present a brief summary highlighting three key points.

Floral Design
Sarah Dreyer reported on the upcoming Fine Arts & Flowers event at the Wadsworth Atheneum (April 24–26).  For more information and schedule, click here.
· GCH has been assigned an entire gallery featuring a special exhibit by Mariel Capanna, consisting of six large mixed-media abstract works related to American history.
· With over 60 designers participating, GCH’s placement is considered a significant honor.
· Floral arrangements will be created on April 23 for drop-off on April 24.
· Jan Hickox has volunteered to participate; others are encouraged to participate, please contact Sarah Dreyer for more information or to sign up.

Civic Improvement
Carrie Hammond reported:
· She and Al met with Bridget from the Hartford Public Library, who approved the renovation plans.
· Contractor interviews are underway; bed cleanup and irrigation installation are starting soon. 
· Early May planting dates will be shared soon. Approximately 800 plants will be installed. There is only room for a limited number of people at once, so 2 hour shifts will be set up. June 1st is the grand re-opening of the downtown library, so everything needs to be done and looking great for that day.
· Additional volunteers are being recruited, including library families, Junior League members, and community volunteers.
· Carrie also presented bilingual herb education cards for children at the Park Street Library to share with their families.

Garden History & Design
Mary Ann Haar and Lisa Bermel reported on their March 10 presentation to the Farmington Valley Garden Club.
· They emphasized the importance of documenting gardens and methods for visual presentation.
· They shared documentation of Gilly Walsh’s garden, a property over 200 years old, featuring unique elements including a notable tulip tree listed on the Connecticut Notable Trees list.
· A potential spring walking tour is being considered; details will be shared as timing becomes clearer.

Vice President’s Update
Members are encouraged to sign up for hostess slots via SignUpGenius and remind committee members to do the same. Board member participation in the Super Salad event is also encouraged.

Membership
Tracy Payne reported:
· Nine new members are expected this year.
· Mary Shea was proposed by Kitty Hickox and seconded by Julie Shustari and Sarah Dreyer. A paper vote was taken and approved unanimously.
Membership Changes Approved:
· Brie Quimby: Active → Associate (Past President)
· Nina Hayes: Active → Associate (Past President)
· Sally Richter: Active → Associate
· Susan Izard: Active → Affiliate
A motion to approve these changes was made by Lisa Bermel and seconded by Jill Peters-Gee. Approved unanimously.
· Helen Savage has resigned from Affiliate membership.
This change was also approved and it was noted the Corresponding Secretary will write personal notes to acknowledge those who have requested membership changes.
Upcoming Presentations by Tracy Payne:
· April 11: Compost Talk
· April 22: Hokedama Horticulture Class
· May 16: Soil Health with Vermicompost
Committee Chairs are encouraged to remind members to sign up for hostess slots on sign up genius, send in their Founders Fund ballot to Marian, and watch for the notice from Sally.  Our goal is to have 100% dues collected by April 15th.  Watch for sign-up sheet for the Hartford public Library planting days, and consider participating in the Fine Arts and Flowers event in April.  Lots to share!

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned.
Submitted by Jill Peters-Gee
3/17/2026
