Board Meeting, Tuesday, April 14, 2026
Minutes

· Call to Order
President Katie Nixon called the meeting to order at 11:58 pm.
· Mission Moment
Recently, GCH learned of the death of a member’s husband. President Katie Nixon sent out an email and asked members to donate flowers that the Floral Design Committee would arrange and deliver to the family. Sarah Dreyer, chair of Floral design, was struck by the tenderness of this long-time tradition of the GCH and the number of club members who wanted to donate flowers. The lifelong friendship created at the HGC support members to the end. This is a very special aspect for our club. 
Katie welcomed new members Joyce Mandell, Kay Doyle and Charlene Christman. Additional new members arrived at the end of the meeting for the luncheon.
· Consent Agenda
The Minutes of March Board meeting were approved.
· Brief announcements 
Tracy outlined the Membership changes and totals for this year. We currently have a total of 103 members—55 active, 22 associates, and 26 affiliates. There are nine new members and one reinstatement. We are all delighted to welcome the new members.
· President’s remarks 
1. Katie reminded us that dues are due tomorrow and encouraged us to have all of our committee members pay on time to avoid someone having to make a phone call in the near future.
2. Annual meeting for the GCA will be held next Tuesday in NYC. Only Presidents of clubs are invited this year. Susie Barney will represent the GCH.
3. Tracey’s workshop at Keney Park will be held on April 22 with an additional workshop on composing on May 16. We are all encouraged to attend.     
4. Katie and Margaret Szerejko will be attending the Junior League’s monthly meeting on April 21st. Margaret will present ways of reducing trash and will hand out copies of Trash Talk.
5. The Wadsworth Fine Art and Flowers event will hold the opening party on April 24th. Interested members are encouraged to get tickets. Katie thanked Sarah for representing the club.
6. Visiting Gardens has arranged a trip to The Mount, Edith Warton’s summer home, for May 14. Lunch will be held on the terrace.
7. Planting days for the Hartford Public Library project will be held on May 6, 7, and 8. Katie will send out an email with a Sign Up Genius spreadsheet for members to sign up to help. Al explained that the sprinkler system was tested last week and there are a few issues so the planting dates might be delayed by one week. Katie thanked Al and Carrie for their leadership of this project. She also mentioned that the children’s program has started at the Downtown branch. The children planted seeds and started a garden journal in order to record plant growth. She thanked Eleanor Mullen for leading this project.
GCA has applied for the Librarian at the ParkStreet@theLyric Ravonne Barrett to receive an Elizabeth Abernathy Hull $1,000 award in recognition of her outstanding achievement furthering the early environmental education of children. Katie is hopeful she will receive the award.
0. We are considering proposing our downtown library project for a GCH Founders Fund Award. Katie will take the lead or co-lead if we go forward with this project.
· Discussion/Action items 
Treasurer Sally Wiesman proposed the upcoming budget and noted that the healthy balance of our funds is in large part due to the success of the auction and our $10,000 GCA grant.
The budget passed.
Katie ended the meeting with an impersonation of Carol Burnett saying, “I’m so glad we had this time together.” This was her last GCH Board meeting as President. She said she enjoyed working with all of us and is excited about the next few years and the good work we are doing. 
Marian Kellner thanked Katie for her leadership.
· The meeting adjourned at 12:40 and a luncheon for new members followed.




