Board Meeting, Tuesday, April 15, 2025
MINUTES



· Attendance – Amy Schuster, on zoom. Claire Burnett, Marian Kellner, Tracy Payne, Mary Ann Haar, Susie Barney, Katie Nixon, Betty Standish, Julie Shushtari, Donna Stout, Sally Weismann, Al Gatti, Margaret Szerejko, Kathy Kraczkowsky, Susan Rathgeber, Sarah Dreyer, Mem Morrissey, Lisa Bermel, and Susan Izard.

· President Katie Nixon called the meeting to order at 11:44 a.m. 

· Mission Moment
Susan Izard told a story about how her mother, Anne, passed on her love of gardening from one generation to the next. Anne particularly loved daffodils and called them daffis. As a final gift before her death, Anne gave Susan’s four year old granddaughter, Aida, one hundred daffodil bulbs to plant in her yard. In late March, Aida called Susan and joyfully said: “Ni Ni, the daffis are blooming!” 

· Consent Agenda
1. Minutes of March Board meeting were approved.  Lisa suggested that the minutes be sent to board members for review ahead of the upcoming meeting.
2. Tracy Payne announced that she will be giving a class on composting skills on May 17th at Keney Park. It is a GCH public offering. Katie asked her to notify our membership with an announcement in the TV. Katie reminded us to take photos at all GCH events.

· Brief announcements 
1. Sarah Dreyer announced that GCH has been asked to make a flower arrangement for the Governor’s Mansion open house in June. She was leaving our meeting early to attend a meeting to pick the location for our arrangement in the house.
2. Al Gatti explained that some dates had changed for the Park St Library planting days. A sign-up sheet was passed around. Kathy Kraczkowsky told us that the Civic Project Committee has created a format for proposing future projects.
Clare asked for photos of the April meeting.

· President’s remarks: 
· 100% of our active members have paid their dues with just a few Associate members outstanding.
· Items for our archives need to be given to Mally who will donate them to the CT Museum of Culture and Society. Please ask Mally if you have any questions. 
· Our May annual meeting has been moved to Nannie Brown’s barn. Katie asked all committee chairs to keep their reports brief by summing up the year with three bullet points. Each chair needs to bring two hard copies of the full report to hand in. An electronic copy of the full report needs to be sent to Claire.
· GCA annual meeting with be held in Jacksonville, FLA. Julie is going as our delegate with Katie.

· Discussion/Action items 
1. A motion was made to make Hartford Promise Scholar, Summer Tulier, our scholarship recipient. Summer is majoring in Environmental Science at St. Joseph’s University. The motion passed. 
2. The status of some members will change. Briann Greenfield and Deborah Herr asked to become Affiliate members. It was agreed that Betty Stanley would also move to affiliate. Diane Brown will move to Associate status. 
Nina Hayes has also asked to move to Associate status, but will need to wait a year.
3. A motion was made to cover the full cost of the NAL participants this year. The motion passed. In the future, there will be partial reimbursement.
4. A standing ovation was given to Sally for her work on our budget. Sally explained the budget. It was suggested that we reduce the cost for the Greens Workshop by cutting greens from our yards. There was a discussion on how to reduce extra greens and include more people at the event. A motion was made to approve the budget presented to us with the understanding it might change for our Annual Meeting. The motion passed.

· Katie adjourned the meeting at 12:32 so that we could have the traditional “Super Salad” and short orientation with our four new members to the club.   



