Board Meeting, Tuesday, March 18, 2025
MINUTES

· Attendance
Tracy Payne, Susan Barney, Katie Nixon, Marian Kellner, Kathy Kraczkowsky, Caire Burnett, Jill Peters-Gee, Lisa Bermel, Julie Shushtari, Sally Weisman, Mary Ann Haar, Susan Izard, Amanda Layden, Sarah Dreyer, Mem Morrissey, Brie Quinby, Susan Rathgeber, and Amy Schuster.

· Mission Moment 
Kathy Kraczkowsky shared her story about becoming a member of The Garden Club of Hartford when the first Keney Park project had just begun. She joined the women planting perennials and ferns at the park. While planting she realized that our club had down to earth planting and garden projects. This was especially important after she sold the house she lived in for over thirty years and no longer cared for her large perennial garden. She encouraged us to join in the planting days that our Civic Improvements Committee has organized.

· Consent Agenda
1. The minutes of February Board meeting were voted on and passed.

2. Sally Weisman, our new treasurer, explained that the club was in the process of transferring the bank accounts to her name so any checks might be delayed a bit. She reported that the use of Zelle was going well and she was grateful for the work that has been done to organize the accounts enabling a smooth transition to her new position.

3. Committee updates
Katie reminded everyone to read the reports that are in the Consent Agenda folder. 

· President’s remarks 
Katie explained that the time of our April 15th Board meeting was changed to 11:30 a.m. in order to accommodate the traditional Super Salad gathering with new members that is held each April. Susie passed around a sign up slip for people to bring the luncheon ingredients.

Katie announced that Susie Barney and Tracy Payne will be attending the GCA NAL Conference in Washington, D.C., and Kristen Renehan is looking for Board approval to ask for helpers to join the garden gang at the Hillstead Museum in Farmington. After a brief discussion about the historic relationship between the Hillstead and GCH, the Board approved the request. Kristen will write a short article for the Trumpet Vine. 

Katie also commented that she is grateful for all the work that we are doing as a club.

· Brief announcements 
1. A Flower Design workshop will be held on Wednesday, April 16th at 5 pm at St. James. We are to bring our own container for the arrangement.
2. Tracy announced that she is offering a compost class at Keney Park on May 17th. The class is open to twenty people and it is free. She will write an article for the Trumpet Vine and a press release.
3. Julie reminded us that the Trumpet Vine deadline is this Friday.
4. Mary Ann announced that the 42nd annual Fine Art and Flowers show at the Wadsworth Atheneum will be held on April 25 -27. She is looking for a GCH member who would like to participate.
5. Tracy and Mary Ann won the award for their arrangement at Table Scape for Avon Historical Society. Though they did not represent our club officially, it was nice that visitors made the connection.
6. Susie Barney announced that the May Annual Meeting will now be held at Put and Nannie Brown’s and Gwen Love’s new email address is: gwenlove@gmail.com.  

· Discussion/Action items 
1. The Program Committee asked for approval to co-sponsor the March 2026 lecture with the Emily Fritz Fund Committee at Hartford Hospital. The Fund will help pay for the meeting, take reservations, and pay for advertisements. After a short discussion it was approved.

2.  Amy Schuster reported for The Ways and Means Committee explaining it is time to commit to a venue for the fall fundraiser. There was a discussion about possible locations. The Committee recommended the Pond House because of the lower cost. After a discussion it was agreed that there would be an evening event but not a sit down meal. 

               Katie adjourned the meeting at 12:47 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Susan Izard

