Minutes
Board Meeting, Tuesday, Feb. 18, 2025


· Attendance:
Katie Nixon, Al Gatti, Tracy Payne, Susan Barney, Julie Shushtari, Marian Kellner, Jill Peters-Gee, Susan Izard, Kathy Kraczkowsky, Briann Greenfield, Mally Cox-Chapman, Sarah Dreyer, Brie Quinby, Lisa Bermel, Margaret Szerejko, Mary Ann Herr, Mem Morrissey, Amy Schuster.


· Mission Moment

	Electroculture Farming- Mem Morrissey

	Electroculture farming uses the power of the ether to create an energy force which 	helps strengthen plant growth and reduces the need for chemical fertilization and even 	lessens the need for watering. It is an ancient practice which is gaining recognition 	in the modern world. Various methods are used to energize your plant or entire garden 	area. Often an antenna is made using copper wire wrapped around a stick or 	wooden dowel whereby the copper wire and wooden dowel are inserted into the earth 	and the opposite end of the copper wire extends beyond the wood and "captures" energy 	and pulls it into the ground surrounding the plants.  For more information go to the 	Telegram app and look up the Electroculture Farming Channel.

· Consent Agenda

1. Minutes of January Board meeting were approved.

2. President’s remarks: 

· Treasurer update:
Katie informed us that Briann needs to resign from position because she’s moving to D.C. for work. Katie acknowledged that this is a great loss for all of us. Briann has been a very able treasurer and person to work with over the months. Nominating will look into who can replace her. Briann will move her status to become an Affiliate of the club.
· The programs committee has changed the schedule next year for a meeting to be held in the early morning and the evening as a way of accommodating people who work. Brie mentioned that as head of host team it would be helpful to know in advanced about use of slides for room set up.

· Katie said she hopes the whole club will be involved in the Civic Improvement             Projects, in particular the work we are doing at the library. Al reported that the committee is creating a list of possible future projects. There is interest in a pop up project at Bushnell Park and a clean-up 	day for Earth Day.


Brief announcements: 
1. Vice-President Susie Barney sent around the clip board to sign up to host and assist at meetings next year. Susie also encouraged photographers to sign up for our April photo show and to please encourage committee members to participate.

2. Garden History and Design
	      Mary Ann discussed the documenting of Gilly’s property. She encouraged other 		      members to become involved in Garden History and Design. She was asked to hold a 		      workshop on Garden History and Design for on March 10th. Katie asked if members        	      of our club could also attend the gathering. 

· Committee updates and Discussion items

1. The chair of Conservation, Margaret Szerejko recommended that the club consider becoming a supporter of the CT Coalition for Pesticide Reform. The motion passed.

2. Al Gatti reminded us that an action alert letter went out to GCH members to urge local legislators to support the passage of HB 6916, An Act Concerning the Use of Neonicotinoids. This bill, which further restricts the nonagricultural use of these toxic chemicals will hopefully be coming up for a vote this session. There is a public hearing before the Environment Committee on Feb 19. Members are encouraged to contact their legislators by email or phone and/a\or offer testimony at the hearing.

3. Tracy Payne gave an update on the Membership Committee. A motion was made to vote for two prospective members. Ballots were passed out and the motion passed. The new members are Ann Wood and Caroline Rowe.

· Meeting adjourned at 9:54. 


