GCH Board Meeting Minutes
November 16, 2021
Live Meeting at Agnes Peelle’s

Call to order at 10:08 am by Agnes Peelle

Present: Agnes Peelle, Susan Barney, Lisa Bermel, Diane Brown, Claire Burnett, Mary Ann Haar, Susan Izard, Kelly Jarvis, Marian Kellner, Katie Nixon, Susan Rathgeber, Kristen Renehan, Sally Richter, Pat Salner, Julie Shushtari, Donna Stout, Margaret Szerejko, and Jan Whelan


President’s Report – Agnes Peelle

A huge thank-you to Julie Shustari and Kathy Kraczkowsky for their outstanding work and efforts on our auction this week.

Registration for the GCA Conservation Conference on 11/17 has closed.

Our next board meetings in January and February will be Zoom meetings.

Sally Weisman has volunteered to be the GCH representative at the NAL Conference.  Others can attend virtually.

The invitation to the January joint meeting has been emailed.  A second invitation will be sent out soon.  Please note that you need to indicate your meal choice when you send in your check.  While we will be meeting in person with CVGC, sharing a meal, and having a floral design sweeps, our speaker will be virtual.

A motion to accept the October board minutes was made, seconded, and approved.



Treasurer’s Report – Kelly Jarvis

GCH Checking:           $  9,290.00
Community Fund:      	64,201.93
Perennial Fund:          	21,509.37
Education Fund:             6,044.29
Rainy Day Fund              2,093.98
GCA Zone II Meeting    10,000.00
Carry Over Fund.            5,329.00

I am expecting the Carry Over Fund to go up as a result of depositing the checks for the spades.  Meanwhile, the education fund has increased because I have moved the $25 per person allocation from the main checking account.


Committee Reports


Civic Projects – Katie Nixon 

The committee will be meeting to consider ways to ensure that the education park workers received from our efforts are practices that get implemented.  We are also considering adding an additional class this spring.  I will report back at the January board meeting.


Communications – Agnes Peelle for Logan Milliken 

The new website has had some design glitches (for instance, on different devices the information shows different things) which are currently being worked out.  The structure and composition of this committee is being explored.  The job is too big for one person.  We are thinking of training a member of each committee so that they can post current information for that committee’s activities.  We also need a webmaster, someone to address social media and a GCA Bulletin liaison.  We will be redefining the committee for next year.


Conservation – Margaret Szerejko 

The committee is focusing on what is happening in the state to promote forest resiliency and protect our trees.  The PRFCT Future working group (Policy on Resilient Forests for CT’s Future) has been established to make recommendations to CT DEEP.  The first of two public input sessions was 11/12 over Zoom.  Several GCH members were on the call.  Chair Eric Hammerling presented policy recommendations to address “How do we keep CT’s forests resilient?”  Three subgroups each provided at least three draft proposals (see CT Forests and Parks Association website).  Subsequently, there was a Q&A session.  Barbara David suggested that, in view of the limited supply of new trees to be planted, we should consider establishing a state tree nursery.  She also urged that we should be strong advocates for action and not allow these proposals to sit on an administrative shelf.

These proposals are in draft status and public commentary is important for the approval of these recommendations, prior to moving forward for legislative action and implementation.

Another duplicate session is today at 4 p.m.

We intend to have a public meeting to discuss and prepare for the upcoming State assembly which goes into session in February. 


Floral Design – Mary Ann Haar 

Our committee is meeting on Wednesday to create 12 auction centerpieces which will themselves be auctioned off after dinner.  They are designed to last until Thanksgiving.

FD is hosting a Zoom session in which our own Kitty Hickcox will introduce us to tips and techniques on Botanical Arts.  The January joint meeting will be having a BA sweeps- an insect ring.

The planned trip to Pennock’s in Springfield has been cancelled because Pennock’s has closed.  We have some possible leads on other floral supply wholesalers in central Massachusetts and are hoping to schedule a trip in spring.

FD will be having a design day to produce arrangements for a long-term care facility in Hartford in early March.

I have brought some new plastic “cages” which serve as flower frogs in place of oasis, which is ecologically harmful.


Horticulture – Kristen Renehan

The Greens workshop will take place on Tuesday, December 14 at 11:00 a.m. at the Hillstead Museum. A sign-up will be coming through Agnes via email.  Guests will be welcome and the Hillstead requires us to be masked. In light of our Diversity, Inclusion and Equity efforts, the greens workshop is offering the option of a 13” rectangular centerpiece which includes candle picks for use as a menorah.  Unfortunately, Hannukah is early this year and precedes our workshop. 


Photography – Susan Rathgeber 

The GCH Division Class in the Zone II Flower Show is Class 3 “Singular Sensation- a single tree in an urban or park-like setting.”  Please search your archives or go out and take photos and submit your best to me by March 1.  

We have planned a educational workshop with Jill Corr, Zone II Photo rep, on January 13 from 4:00-5:00.  Jill will cover “Essential Elements of Good Photography” and “How to Submit a Photo to a GCA Photography Contest.”  All members are welcome and encouraged to attend.  More information will be in the Trumpet Vine.



Programs – Susan Izard 

The committee is still working on finding five speakers for next year’s programs.  And we are considering how many should be virtual.  There are benefits: less expensive as there are no travel, room and board expenses; access to a far greater array of speakers; less dependance on good weather.  In addition, having more meetings in public spaces (like libraries, etc) where screens, light control and seating arrangements are more suited to presentations is beneficial.  Also, Diversity, Inclusion and Equity may be easier to achieve in public spaces.  


Trumpet Vine - Susie Barney

 If you have an article for next month’s Trumpet Vine, please submit your items by Friday, November 19.  The December deadline will be 12/17.


Visiting Gardens – Donna Stout

The VG committee has met and discussed the following tours:
Millbrook Garden tour in Sharon, CT
Innisfree Garden in Millbrook, NY
Wethersfield Garden in Amenia, NY
Carolyn Roehm’s garden in Sharon, CT
Central Park tour and a visit to GCA HQ
Naumkeag, a historic house and garden in Stockbridge, MA
The Emerald Necklace – an Olmsted-designed chain of parks in Boston
Square Roots, an indoor urban farm in Brooklyn
NY Botanical Garden and Wave Hill

Agnes has sent out a survey to members to see where the greatest interest lies.


Ways and Means – Julie Shushtari 

Please remember that drop-off of your auction items is Thursday between 9:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon.

Do not forget your checkbooks!

We are looking forward to a fun evening!



Zone II Meeting – Claire Burnett 

There is a second opportunity for a walk-through of the Goodwin Hotel on December 1 at 1:00 p.m.  This is a new time.  Please let me and/or Susan know if you intend to come.





Adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted,
Lisa Bermel 
