GCH Board Meeting Minutes
January 18, 2022
Meeting held via Zoom

Call to order at 10:00 am by Agnes Peelle

Present: Agnes Peelle, Susan Barney, Lisa Bermel, Diane Brown, Claire Burnett, Marnie Greenwood, Mary Ann Haar, Debra Herr, Anne Holcombe, Karen Holden, Nora Howard, Tita Hyland, Susan Izard, Marian Kellner, Kathy Kraczkowsky, Logan Milliken, Katie Nixon, Brie Quinby, Susan Rathgeber, Kristen Renehan, Sally Richter, Pat Salner, Amy Schuster, Julie Shushtari, Betty Standish, Donna Stout, Margaret Szerejko, Sally Weisman, and Jan Whelan


President’s Report – Agnes Peelle

A huge thank-you to Marian Kellner for stepping up to save the joint CVGC/GCH meeting; she took over all the arrangements when CVGC decided not to host the meeting.

Thank you to Susan Rathgeber for arranging the photography webinar with Jill Corr, our Zone II photo rep.

GCA has declared that the NAL conference will be entirely virtual and is therefore open to all.  Please register to “attend.”

The Hortulus GC shared access to their speaker, Dr. Rosetta Elkins, who discussed the “Entangled Politics of Afforestation” (planting trees in otherwise treeless environments).  Her presentation was excellent and I thanked Hortulus for including us.  She could be a possible third speaker at the Zone meeting in June.

Our next board meeting in February will be via Zoom.

At the moment, GCA has limited the Annual Meeting in April (29-30) to one attendant per club.  I have signed up, but if I am unable to go, I will reach out to a club member.

For our club meeting on February 1st, please keep your reports brief as a few committees need some extra time.

The status of the March meeting, whether in-person or via Zoom, will be decided by and announced at the February club meeting. 

A motion to accept the November board minutes was made, seconded, and approved


Treasurer’s Report – Agnes Peelle for Kelly Jarvis

GCH Checking:           $ 33,479.75
Community Fund:      	61,502.88
Perennial Fund:          	21,509.37
Education Fund:             6,044.39
Rainy Day Fund              2,093.93
GCA Zone II Meeting     8,189.69
Carry Over Fund.            6,175.50

Committee Chairs, if you have any outstanding bills/checks from different events/programs, please submit them.


Committee Reports


Civic Projects – Katie Nixon and Amy Schuster

Civic Projects will have both the iQuilt project and the Keney Park allee of trees completed this spring.  We will also be continuing our education classes in May.  We intend to use the P4P money on some fix-ups at Keney Park and are considering three possible projects for the future.

One idea is to underplant the allee with natives, perhaps ferns and/or bulbs.

We would like to advance the spending of our education funds from 2023-24 to October of 2022.  By doing this, we will offer classes in May and October 2022.  In that way we can implement best practices to encourage biodiversity.  These classes will go outside for extra impact. A motion was made to move the $3000 approved for 23-24 Keney Park classes to 2022.  Seconded, and passed.


Conservation – Margaret Szerejko and Marnie Greenwood

Please register for the NAL Conference which is virtual and thus open to all on March 1-2.

The subcommittee on advocacy is meeting tomorrow to gear up for the State Assembly Session which begins in February. Juliet Cain, Zone II Conservation rep, will be giving a summary of recommendations made by the subcommittee of CFPA and DEEP for state legislation concerning Policy on Resilient Forests for CT’s Future. 

 We will also be discussing future projects such as another stab at organizing a forest bathing walk and a citizen science project.


Founders Fund – Brie Quinby

This year GCA has only one nominee for the Founder’s Fund award.  The 4G Honey Team is a group of students in Hawkins Texas.  They formed to move a swarm of bees from a bottling plant to 3,000 acres of protected land nearby.  Currently, they have over 50 bee boxes.  The Gertrude Windsor Garden Club, Zone IX, has committed funding to help the 4G Honey Team to produce a curriculum for 5 schools on bee conservation and the construction and management of apiaries.

The Founders Fund award is the only GCA award decided by membership and even with only one nominee we will need to vote for the record.  GCH will do so at our March 1st meeting.


Membership – Pat Salner

We currently have 60 active, 14 associate and 21 affiliate members.  We have room for up to 5 new active members.  There is only one new application so far and applications are due by February 1. 

Going forward, I would like to propose that we accept applications for membership on a rolling basis, rather than once a year.  The existing timeframe for membership is a tradition but is not a by-law.

The committee would like to propose a by-law change regarding the make-up of the committee.  The current committee sees no reason that all members, other than the chair, should be anonymous.  We feel it is time to be transparent in the membership application process.  I will present the following motion for discussion and vote: 

I move to amend the By-Law that relates to the makeup of the Membership Committee: Article VI, section 6.04 to allow for the members of the Membership Committee be known to all.


Ad Hoc Committee for Diversity and Inclusion – Pat Salner

The committee has been in touch with GCA leadership who have started initiatives in this area and are supportive of our efforts.  We have discussed what the barriers to membership have been and how we can address them.  We have created a survey for members to take anonymously in an attempt to understand the attitudes of our membership as it relates to our goal.  The survey is ready, but we would like to have the Executive Board of the GCH take the survey as a trial to make sure it is appropriate.

If any members have experience in the area of diversity and inclusion, we would love to hear from you.

To date we have worked without a budget, but we intend to request budget for the next fiscal year.



Photography – Susan Rathgeber 

The GCH Division Class in the Zone II Flower Show is Class 3 “Singular Sensation- a single tree in an urban or park-like setting.”  Please search your archives or go out and take photos and submit your best to Susan at susan.rathgeber@gmail.com by March 1. 


Programs – Sally Weisman

The committee may need to reorganize the remainder of the 21/22 programs due to this fourth wave of Covid.  February and March will be remote, please follow the Trumpet Vine to learn of any future changes.  Future meetings may go offline or be hybrid. 

The committee is meeting next Monday to consider the programs and speakers for next year.   s still working on finding five speakers for next year’s programs. 


Visiting Gardens – Tita Hyland and Donna Stout

VG has rescheduled the Day in Central Park, cancelled due to Covid, for May 10, 2022.  We will meet Sara Cedar Miller at GCH HQ for a light breakfast, talk and tour of Central Park.  Lunch location to be determined and we are investigating providing transportation.

The Millbrook Garden Tour will take place in Sharon, CT on June 10, from 10-4, with lunch at the Sharon Country Club.  Cost will be $125 including lunch.  Please contact Marion Beers if interested.

The results of our poll were:

Innisfree Garden in Millbrook, NY and Wethersfield Garden in Amenia, NY – 7 votes
Carolyn Roehm’s garden in Sharon, CT – 6 votes
Central Park tour and a visit to GCA HQ – 7 votes
Naumkeag, a historic house and garden in Stockbridge, MA – 5 votes
The Emerald Necklace – an Olmsted-designed chain of parks in Boston – 4 votes
NY Botanical Garden and Wave Hill – 4 votes

Chris Doty is looking into touring Carolyn Roehm’s garden, and Carolyn is encouraging us to come in May and see her tulips.


Zone II Meeting – Claire Burnett 

After individual meetings with each of the Zone Meeting sub-committees, a full steering committee meeting was held last Thursday at which each sub-committee presented its tasks, timelines and budget requirements.

Susan and Claire met with Zone leadership to discuss meeting materials.  The Save-the -Date, the invitation list and the invitation were each discussed and reviewed.  We also revised the agenda to include more time for Round Table discussions and an additional speaker.

We have revised the preliminary budget to reflect sustainability actions.


Old Business/New Business – Agnes Peelle

CVGC has asked us to join them in the Park Challenge 2022, a crowdfunding effort for Hartford’s Parks.  It would entail splitting signage costs with CVGC (around $350-500 each), member volunteering to co-chair this program in 2022, each park would need a liaison, and all members need to be engaged.  After some discussion focused on our primary need for volunteers for staffing our Zone Meeting, a motion was made to decline this offer of a park initiative proposed by CVGC.  The motion was seconded and passed.


Adjourned at 11:25 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted,
Lisa Bermel 
