GCH Board Meeting Minutes
February 15, 2022
Meeting held via Zoom

Call to order at 10:00 am by Agnes Peelle

Present: Agnes Peelle, Susan Barney, Lisa Bermel, Diane Brown, Claire Burnett, Marnie Greenwood, Nora Howard, Susan Izard, Kelly Jarvis, Marian Kellner, Kathy Kraczkowsky, Logan Milliken, Katie Nixon, Susan Rathgeber, Kristen Renehan, Sally Richter, Pat Salner, Julie Shushtari, Betty Standish, Donna Stout, Margaret Szerejko, Sally Weisman, and Jan Whelan


President’s Report – Agnes Peelle

Please note that the deadline for submissions to the March Trumpet Vine is Friday, February 18th.

Please look to see if one can still sign up for the NAL Advocacy Training Workshop on the GCA website on February 17th.

Claire will be chairing the March General Meeting.  Mariah will send out the webinar Zoom invitation.  Julie Shushtari will introduce the speaker and man the Q & A and the chat box.

A motion to accept the January board minutes was made, seconded, and approved


Treasurer’s Report – Kelly Jarvis

GCH Checking:           $ 35,430.05
Community Fund:      	61,504.97
Perennial Fund:          	21,509.37
Education Fund:             6,044.39
Rainy Day Fund              2,093.98
GCA Zone II Meeting     8,189.69
Carry Over Fund.            6,175.50








Committee Reports


Awards – Betty Standish

The committee is working diligently on the Awards presentations at both the GCH Annual Meeting in May and the Zone II Meeting in June.  While our club awards are assured, the GCA Zone Awards are a formal process and not guaranteed as there is only one award per category in each zone.

IF we should be granted the Zone Awards and IF the Zone II Meeting goes forward, we have a request for the Awards portion during the luncheon.  Debbie Murray, the Zone Chair, will be making the award presentations: we would like to show images of the recipients onscreen.  

After some discussion, it was decided that Betty, Claire, and Susan would take this request offline.


Communications – Logan Milliken 

Great progress has been made in forming a committee for the Communications mission.  The goal is to use the GCH website as a tool (e.g. buying seats at the auction) and to increase its use as an opportunity to learn via webinar access.  This expansion and rethinking require a committee to manage and submit content to the website. A committee made up of six members with access to contributing to the website will bolster it and encourage engagement and use. A representative from each GCH committee could contribute content from their own area.  

I had a preliminary meeting with two of the new members (Briann Greenfield and Jennifer Labinski) where we discussed recruitment and the ideal size of the committee.  We decided on other issues, for instance, auction donation, hosting responsibilities, website training, and workload estimates.  Many things to consider and we welcome input.


Conservation – Marnie Greenwood

Please register for the NAL Conference which is virtual and thus open to all on March 1-2.

The subcommittee of Conservation has started our second year of Advocacy for Forests and Trees to the CT State Assembly which has begun its meetings this week.  We have 16 club members who are participating.  Susie Barney’s individualized sheets with contact information of State and Federal legislators and their aides are being distributed along with links to resources for advocacy.  Barbara will be sending out notices of important upcoming legislation.  YOU CAN STILL JOIN!  Numbers of supporters count.

In addition, Juliet Cain, Zone II Conservation Rep, is participating and has given a shout out to other Zone II Conservation Chairs.  Lisa Szaro, GC of Stonington, has requested Susie’s sheets.


Founders Fund – Agnes Peelle for Brie Quinby

We will be voting on the GCA Founder’s Fund award at the March general meeting.


Membership – Pat Salner

After hearing Margaret Szerejko’s proposal of Eleanor Mullin as a new member of the GCH, with supporting letters from Brie Quinby and Susan Izard, the board voted to offer membership to Eleanor.  Diane Brown, as Corresponding Secretary, will write an invitation to Eleanor.  When/if Eleanor accepts, she is sent a packet of new member information, an invitation to meet the board at the April Board meeting, and a dues bill.    Rather than waiting until March 1st, as was our established practice with CVGC, Pat will call the CVGC Membership chair to ascertain that their membership process is now one of rolling admissions.  If so, Diane can offer the invitation immediately.
.


Scholarship – Sally Richter

Last year we awarded $1,000 to Aaliyah Beckford.  Aaliyah is now a junior at Wellesley and has chosen a physics major with a minor in environmental studies.  The committee’s budget is $700, but a committee member contributed additional funds to reach $1,000.  That donation creates a quandary for this year.  There are three questions:

     What should this year’s grant be?
     Where can we find extra funds?
     Should the Scholarship committee budget be increased?

These issues will be on the agenda for the March board meeting. 


Zone II Meeting – Claire Burnett 

The Save-the-Date for the Zone II Meeting is going live.  Our invitations will be mailed on March 14th.

After some discussion, it was decided that that an explanation of GCA zones and the Zone Meeting event will appear in an article in the March Trumpet Vine.

Old Business/New Business 

Pat Salner asked if everyone had received the DEI survey, which was sent in an email from Agnes last week.  When some people thought they had not received it, Agnes volunteered to resend it.


Adjourned at 10:59 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted,
Lisa Bermel 
