GCH Board Meeting Minutes
March 15, 2022
Meeting held via Zoom

Call to order at 10:00 am by Agnes Peelle

Present: Agnes Peelle, Susan Barney, Lisa Bermel, Diane Brown, Claire Burnett, Marnie Greenwood, Mary Ann Haar, Nora Howard, Susan Izard, Kelly Jarvis, Kathy Kraczkowsky, Brie Quinby, Susan Rathgeber, Kristen Renehan, Sally Richter, Pat Salner, Julie Shushtari, Betty Standish, Donna Stout, and Sally Weisman


President’s Report – Agnes Peelle

Nora Howard’s son is living in Munich and he and his roommate have offered a room in their apartment to a 19-year-old Ukrainian refugee.  Sam has himself packed a go bag just in case the war broadens.  Roger Howard is going to visit next week.  He will take a blue and yellow (colors of the Ukrainian flag) shawl, which Nora made, as a gift.

I would like to remind committee chairs to be thinking of next year’s budget.  Please send a proposed new budget of your committee needs to Kelly and Claire within the next two weeks.  If you are looking for an increase, please explain why.

Also, chairs, please prepare your reports for the Annual Meeting in May.

Our April board meeting usually includes a business meeting and then a salad luncheon for the board to meet our newest member(s).  Should we have this meeting in person or via Zoom (thus, no salad luncheon)?  After some discussion, the decision was made to have a Zoom meeting.

A motion to accept the February board minutes was made, seconded, and approved


Treasurer’s Report – Kelly Jarvis

GCH Checking:           $ 32,969.05
Community Fund:      	61,506.86
Perennial Fund:          	21,509.37
Education Fund:             6,044.49
Rainy Day Fund              2,093.98
GCA Zone II Meeting     8,189.69
Carry Over Fund.            6,175.50

Please note that reimbursement requests require the GCH reimbursement form (found at the bottom of the GCH website under “club matters”) as well as the original receipts.  Send them to me as soon as possible.  Betty Standish suggested that each committee should have their own electronic folder to collect their expenses.


Committee Reports


Civic Projects – Lisa Bermel for Katie Nixon

The classes for park workers are now scheduled for every Thursday morning in May, 8:00 to 9:30 am.  Katie will be asking committee chairs to spread the word for GCH members to sign up to provide coffee and muffins.  We will need 2-3 volunteers for each class.


Flower Design – Mary Ann Haar

The FD committee will be designing small posies of herbs and flowers to be delivered to the Riverside and Rehabilitation Center in East Hartford. We will meet Friday, May 6,  to assemble the posies and deliver them Saturday morning so that they can be distributed to the female residents on May 8th, Mothers’ Day.

The Newport Flower Show will be held this year June 16-19.  On-line ticket purchases will start on March 16.  If there is any interest, please let me know as I am driving there on June 19 (Fathers’ Day), leaving at 9:00 am and returning at 9:30 pm.  I will be picking up Kitty Hickcox’s and my own entries.

The Wadsworth is holding the 39th Annual Fine Arts & Flowers from April 29- May 1.  Should any member of the GCH wish to participate, contact Ann Marie Drury at 960-838-4077 or email annmarie.drury@thewadsworth.org.

Springfield is also having its Festival of Flowers.


Diversity, Equity and Inclusion – Pat Salner

The committee met last week to review the survey, which had an 80% response rate.  Thank you to all who responded.  There are many comments to review, and some issues have been brought up.  All results will be presented to the board and our members.  Our average age leans to the older side and we do want to encourage younger members.  The committee also feels that every member has a role in making the club more inclusive.


Membership – Pat Salner

Eleanor Mullin has accepted our offer of membership in the GCH.  

The committee would like to expand its role beyond the prospecting and vetting of potential new members.  We can expand our role beyond changes of membership status by providing support for new and seasoned members.  We would like all members to feel connected to the GCH and the GCA.


Photography – Susan Rathgeber 

On March 2, the photo selection committee met via Zoom to select the GCH entry for the 2022 Zone II Photography Division Class 3: “Singular Sensation.”  The committee, comprised of members who have ribboned in a GCA contest, includes Lisa Bermel, Nora Howard, Brooke Mallory and Susan Rathgeber.  To avoid conflicts of interest, no member on the committee submitted a photo for consideration in the contest. 

The committee would like to thank Susie Barney, Barbara David, Mary Ann Haar, Kitty Hickcox, Susan Izard, Sue Prentice, Simone Reynolds, Pat Salner, Simone Reynolds, Pat Salner, Mara Sfara, Betty Standish and Betty Stanley for submitting a diverse selection of high-quality photographs.  We hope you will continue to take photos and enter more GCA photo contests in the future.

The photo we chose, and its photographer, must remain anonymous until after the judging on June 14th.

The annual GCA Photography Conference will take place on March 31st.  Please register by going to the GCA website, under the Photography committee.


Programs – Sally Weisman

Tina Freeman, our February speaker, has a spectacular exhibit at Real Art Ways through May 15th.  It was sponsored by our very own Agnes (and Billy) Peelle.

Our April meeting on the 5th is a public meeting so there will be no business meeting.  A diverse panel will discuss “Trees As Placemaking : More Than A Beautification Movement.” The capacity has been increased to 75 and, as a result, the hostesses, who had been dismissed, are being recalled to provide boxed water and cookies in the shapes of trees and leaves.  Members will need to register and can attend in person or via Zoom.  

We have lined up our programs and speakers for next year.


Scholarship – Sally Richter

Last year we awarded $1,000 to Aaliyah Beckford.  Aaliyah is now a junior at Wellesley and has chosen a physics major with a minor in environmental science.  The committee would like to again award her $1000 but our budget only provides $700. 

After some discussion, a motion was made to take $300 from our overage in the carry-over funds to make this year’s scholarship $1000.  The motion was seconded and passed.

I will submit a request for more funds in next year’s budget.


Visiting Gardens – Donna Stout 

Our rescheduled day in Central Park is set for May 10th.  We will leave early, have breakfast on the bus, meet Sara Cedar Miller at GCA HQ and then have a tour of the CP Conservatory and then lunch at the Elgin Restaurant which will conclude the day.  Be on the lookout for the sign up.

The Millbrook Garden Club will have a tour of Sharon gardens on June 10.  The tour, which includes lunch at the Sharon Country Club, costs $120. Marian Beers will be running this event.  


Vice President’s Report – Claire Burnett 

Please start gathering photos for next year’s Directory.  The theme is Educate/Advocate/Practice.  Any photos which show members in the act of educating others about trees and gardening, in the act of advocating about trees and effects of climate change or spending time gardening or enjoying hiking in the outdoors are appropriate.  I will also be in touch with the FD and Photo chairs to be sure to poll their members regarding any awards that they have won at Flower Shows or other competitions this year.


Zone II Meeting – Claire Burnett 

Our invitations to the 2022 Zone Meeting are going live as we speak.  Registration opens today.  A Steering Committee meeting is scheduled for this Thursday.  We are on or slightly ahead of schedule in all our responsibilities.  Our chairs have made a lot of progress re speaker details, floorplans, signage, menus, name tag design, tours and transportation.  We look forward to reporting on this at the next board meeting and in the next Trumpet Vine.


Old Business/New Business 

Sally Richter recommended an article in today’s New York Times discussing the “planting a million trees” project.  

Agnes Peelle would like to host a luncheon for the board and wonders if May 4th or 5th work for everyone.


Adjourned at 11:01 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted,
Lisa Bermel 
