GCH Board Meeting Minutes
October 19, 2021
Live Meeting at Agnes Peelle’s

Call to order at 10:05 am by Agnes Peelle

Present: Agnes Peelle, Lisa Bermel, Claire Burnett, Mary Ann Haar, Nora Howard, Tita Hyland, Susan Izard, Marian Kellner, Katie Nixon, Brie Quinby, Susan Rathgeber, Sally Richter, Julie Shushtari, Margaret Szerejko, and Jan Whelan


President’s Report – Agnes Peelle

Welcome to a live, in-person board meeting conducted outside.

GCA has announced that the Conservation Conference on 11/17, because it is virtual, will be open to all.  Please register online.

Our next board meeting on 11/16 may be inside or Zoom.  January, February and March will be Zoom meetings.

The Auction invitation has been posted and you should be receiving it soon, if you have not already.  Reminders will go out via email.  I want to encourage everyone to come and please bring guests.

A motion to accept the September board minutes was made, seconded, and approved.



Treasurer’s Report – Agnes Peelle for Kelly Jarvis

GCH Checking:           $14,379.48
Community Fund:      	64,199.75
Perennial Fund:          	21,509.37
Education Fund:             4,244.25
Rainy Day Fund              2,261.98
GCA Zone II Meeting     9,832.00 
Carry Over Fund.            5,329.00

We will be considering the motion for covering the Zone II meeting expenses when Susan and Claire make their Zone II Meeting report.


Committee Report


Civic Projects – Katie Nixon 

During October we continued our workshops series to educate Hartford Parks workers about biodiversity.  The Friends of Keney Park has arranged for the GCH to receive a citation of thanks from the City of Hartford.

Because of supply issues, we will be planting the flanking allee at the Woodland Street entrance to Keney Park in the spring.  We are currently investigating maintenance contracts for those plantings. 

Our section of the Iquilt is on the corner of Wells and Gold streets, in front of the boulders.  We met with the landscape architect.  We are looking to simplify our beds and are researching native trees and plants.

Future projects under consideration include:
Partner with ReBuild Hartford to provide green space in new housing plans
Park Street Library – pollinator garden
Join a group who is photographing and documenting the purpose and history of Keney Park, some Olmsted plans of which have surfaced
Bushnell Park - some new trees and the Pump House may be remodeled
Elizabeth Park – replant the east side of the park, renovate the greenhouses


Floral Design – Mary Ann Haar 

Mary Ann presented Agnes with a beautiful arrangement that uses no oasis!  Mary Ann has found a new product, a very flexible basket-like structure which serves as a flower frog,. All the flowers, besides the roses, will last until Thanksgiving.


Membership – Agnes Peelle for Pat Salner

Clare Edwards has requested a change of status.  After 50 years (!!!) as an active member, Clare would like to become an associate.  A motion was made to this effect, seconded, and passed.


Trumpet Vine – Agnes Peelle for Susie Barney

 If you have an article for next month’s Trumpet Vine, please submit your items by Friday, October 22.




Ways and Means – Julie Shushtari 

Our auction is November 18 at the Hartford Golf Club.  The committee is meeting there on Friday for a walk-thru.

Please come and please RSVP.  Please invite guests and give us their names so that we can create paddles for them.

Remember checks are the only form of payment (cash, too).

Should we allow those who cannot attend to make bids in advance?  Or should we offer a “But It Now” option? Discussion arrived at “no” – we may be leaving money on the table if people cannot compete for the item, and it seems unfair to those who paid to attend the auction to not be able to bid certain items. 

We will not be taking virtual bids.  Perhaps people not attending could place bids via a friend who is at the auction.

And many, many thanks to all who have donated items.  The generosity and talent of our members amazes me.  We already have over 50 items.  We are accepting donation forms until November 3. 


Zone II Meeting – Claire Burnett and Susan Rathgeber 

We have reviewed many different budget samples from other Zone meetings.  As there are no detailed line items in these budgets, our budget is a “guesstimate.”  We have tried to approximate the meeting registration fees, which are our only source of income.  We are concerned that our fees will not cover even the basics of what we must provide, without any frills.  As a result, Agnes called a meeting of the executive committee and also invited the Ways and Means chair, as well as Susan and Claire, to discuss other sources of funds.  These would include such possibilities as additional fundraisers, a boutique, sponsors or angels, etc.  The committee reasoned that the Rainy Day Account was established to cover unanticipated expenses, and since GCH will not host another zone meeting for at least 19 years, it seemed reasonable to use the Rainy Day Account to supplement registration fees in order to cover expenses of the 2022 Zone II Meeting and Flower Show.  As a result, we have a motion to put before the board:

That expenses (up to $10,000) for the 2022 Zone II meeting, over and above those covered by registration fees, shall be covered by the Rainy Day Fund without expectation of reimbursement.

The motion was made, seconded, and passed.


New Business/Old Business

Tita Hyland announced that on November 11 at 10 am, Mary Bainbridge, a member of CVGC, will talk about her Nantucket basket collection.  She will also discuss making them.  This is part of the Director and Collector series of The National Society of the Colonial Dames of America.  This presentation will be hosted at the Webb-Deane-Stevens Museum in Wethersfield.



Adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted,
Lisa Bermel 
