GCH Board Meeting
September 14, 2021


Call to order at 10:00 AM by Agnes Peelle at her home

Present:  Agnes Peelle, Susan Barney, Diane Brown, Mary Ann Haar, Debra Herr, Susan Izard, Marian Kellner, Kathy Kraczkowsky, Brie Quinby, Susan Rathgeber, Kristen Renehan, Sally Richter, Amy Schuster, Julie Shushtari, Betty Standish, Donna Stout, Margaret Szerejko, and Sally Weisman.

President’s Report – Agnes Peelle

Agnes welcomed everyone to the meeting and expressed her pleasure that we were able to meet in person outside on this beautiful day.  She reported that many members have commented on the new 2021-2022 Directory with admiration and appreciation.  It is a beautiful and well produced booklet.  Many thanks to the committee!  

The last day of registration for the Shirley Meneice Conference of September 2022-2023 is September 21st and it is entitled “Finding Hidden Treasures.”  

Agnes related that her focus for approaching GCH regular club meetings as well as board meetings is taken directly from the GCA website.  Members need to feel safe when attending meetings including having a sense of inclusion and respect.  

A motion was made to accept the May 18th board meeting, was seconded and approved.


Treasurer’s Report – Agnes Peelle for Kelly Jarvis

GCH Checking:		$25,916.14
Community Fund:	  64,197.26
Perennial Fund:	  22,009.37
Education Fund:	    4,244.22
Rainy Day Fund:	    2,261.98
GCA Zone II Meeting:	    9,832.00
Carry Over Fund:	    1,000.00







Committee Reports:


Civic Projects – Amy Schuster

Amy reported on the three projects the committee is developing: 1) the Bushnell project 2) the Keney Park Allee project and 3) the Olmsted project.  She also gave an update on the ongoing education classes GCH has been sponsoring for the grounds people working at Keney Park. 




Conservation -  Margaret Szerejko

First Meeting planned for Monday September 27, 2021.

Auction- Committee is planning to donate a native tree to the November auction.  We will ask for a monetary donation from each member of the CC to cover the cost of purchase and planting.

Advocacy- The committee will continue its mission promoting advocacy for and education about our trees and forests.  An existing subcommittee will continue its relationship with CT Forests and Parks Association and continue to follow proposed legislation that may apply to our mission.  GCA’s NAL Committee has created a new position, Vice Chair of State and Local Affairs, that will assist in tracking state and local legislations and actions relating to GCA’s national work.  Marnie will be our liaison with Juliet Cain, our Zone II NAL representative.  Juliet is now part of a CFPA working group developing a Policy on Resilient Forests for CT’s Future

Other projects in the works:  Tree Bathing excursion, possible Citizen Science Project (tracking Beech Leaf disease)



Membership – Agnes Peelle for Pat Salner

Since the membership report delivered at the annual meeting, there has been one request for a change in membership status.  Joyce Magee who has moved out of state has requested a change in membership status from Active to Affiliate.  We will then have fifty-nine active members and space for six new members. 

The board voted to approve Joyce’s request for membership status change from Active to Affiliate.


Ad Hoc Membership Committee on Diversity and Inclusion – Agnes Peelle for Pat Salner

The Ad Hoc Committee for Diversity and Inclusion (Pat Salner, Sally Weisman, Brian Greenfield, Nora Howard, Nancy Macy and Carrie Hammond) has met via zoom and in person several times to discuss how GCH can diversify its membership to better reflect the community we serve.  We are in the process of designing a survey for active members to take anonymously.  This is being done so that we can document the current makeup of GCH and understand the attitudes of the membership as it relates to our goal.  Our committee invites input from all members in this endeavor.  Please feel free to reach out to any of us on the committee.




Program – Susan Izard and Sally Weisman

Sally reported that the committee is working on next year’s program and continuing to keep the impacts of the pandemic in mind in this endeavor.  In addition to the usual programming, they are considering what kind of pop-up possibilities for programs might be created.

GCH will be responsible for the speaker this year at the Joint Meeting in January with CVGC to be held at the Hartford Golf Club.  CVGC will be responsible for the flowers.



Scholarship – Sally Richter

Sally reported that the recipient of the GCH 2021 scholarship to help fund a local college student whose focus is climate and the environment is Aaliyah Beckford.  Aaliyah is a student at Wellesley College, and she is focusing on climate change.  Please see the article in the summer issue of the GCA Bulletin by Brie Quinby for more information about Aayliah.


Trumpet Vine – Susan Barney

Susan encouraged people to submit articles for the October Trumpet Vine by September 24th.  She also reminded us that each month the TV deadline is the Friday after the Board meeting.   



Visiting Gardens – Donna Stout

September 21st Stroll:  Marnie Greenwood is receiving the rsvps and there is no charge to the members attending this stroll at the Science Center grounds to enjoy seeing the outside plantings in raised beds on the riverside Plaza.  There is also the opportunity to go to the rooftop garden and to visit the butterfly area there.  Donna suggested that we may want to rethink the week that we hold the September stroll in the future because so many people are still away or so recently returned in early September that attendance is generally low.

September 23rd Roseland Cottage and Woodstock Arboretum trip:  Tita Hyland is receiving the rsvps for this trip and there is an extra $20 charge as lunch will be available.


Ways and Means – Kathy Kraczkowsky and Julie Schushtari


Kathy reported that the club needs to determine a deadline to make a decision as to whether or not we will hold our auction in person on November 18th due to COVID concerns.  

The committee is also considering allowing the membership to prebuy certain items as a “Buy Me Now” early purchase.  They are also trying to grapple with the issue of “walk-ins” on the evening of the auction.  Walk-ins are very difficult to handle and the committee is coming up with the best way to accommodate people who find they are able are able to attend close to the date of the event.

Julie reported that donations are coming in to the committee very nicely.  She had the forms to hand out and is requesting that people follow the forms closely with donated item information to ensure ease and accuracy of getting the proper descriptive information into the computer system.

If people are looking for ideas as to what to donate, Julie and Kathy have suggestions as to what are popular items….. luncheons and trips and tours, wine, spirits, baskets, etc.  Give them a call or send an email.





Zone II Meeting– Susan Rathgeber



Susan reported that the Steering Committee has been formed, she and Claire have developed a preliminary budget and that they have secured a hotel for the meeting.  At this point the Zone II meeting is being planned as an in-person meeting on June 14th and 15th 2022.  Current GCA policy is that all garden club meetings through the 2021 calendar year are to be virtual, and it will decide by the end of the year whether in-person Zone meetings will be allowed in 2022.  However, the co-chairs are proceeding as if the Zone meetings will be held in-person.

The Zone II gathering will include a Flower Show chaired by Brie Quinby.  Brie has been working hard all summer on the Schedule, which has been finalized by GCA.  She’s currently working to have the Schedule posted on the GCA website.  The next step is to send it out to current Zone II clubs which number 19.  GCH members can access it online at GCAmerica.org in the members section.  

The Charter Oak is our meeting theme with an emphasis on trees, conservation and the importance of forests to the world.

The Steering Committee’s first meeting will be held in October.

Even though the registration fee to individuals attending an in-person meeting will be $225 per person, there will be a cost to the Garden Club of Hartford for this meeting.  Preliminary estimates indicate that costs will exceed the income and the current estimate is in the neighborhood of $5,000.  How these costs will be covered will be discussed by a group of GCH members including the Executive Committee and the 2022 Zone II co-chairs.  Their recommendations will be reported back to the Board. 


New Business – Agnes Peelle

In order to ensure that all of our members feel and stay safe, healthy and comfortable in the continuing pandemic, Agnes shared with the group a vaccination policy created by the Litchfield Garden Club.  We discussed this policy and considered whether or not it would be an appropriate approach for us to take.  There was some discussion back and forth and we decided that it would be a helpful policy for the GCH to adopt.  The policy reads:

“Garden Club of Hartford Covid-19 Vaccination Policy

We request that anyone attending an in-person Garden Club of Hartford sponsored program, meeting, workshop, field trip, or other civic activity be fully vaccinated.  We also ask that masks be properly worn at all of these events.  Our overriding interest is the health and safety of our members.

In addition, we will monitor CDC guidelines and state and federal mandates, and keep the membership informed of any updates relating to this policy.”

A motion was made to adopt the policy.  It was seconded and passed.

Meeting adjourned at 11:20 AM

Respectfully submitted, 
Diane Brown (for Lisa Bermel)













      


















