
	  
Mayor Segarra Applauds Award Winners 
 
And the winner is…. 
 
The challenge to landscape architecture and design students was this:  create 
more beautiful and welcoming entrances to Hartford’s Keney Park. The results 
are now in! The winners were announced  in April 30,  2015, at a ceremony at the 
Hartford Public Library.  Mayor Pedro Segarra saluted the winners in his 
remarks, noting that Keney Park was his favorite of Hartford’s many parks. 
 
The contest, a joint project of The Garden Club of Hartford and the City of 
Hartford, resulted in designs from talented students from a number of area 
universities and schools.  Keney Park -- nearly 700 acres in the north end of 
Hartford – was designed primarily by Charles Eliot, of Olmsted Brothers 
Landscape Architects, and was completed in 1898.   Students were asked to use 
native trees and shrubs, as the original designers had done, and to focus on plants 
that would attract endangered pollinating insects such as bees and Monarch 
butterflies, provide multi-season color and interest -- and not need much 
maintenance!  
 
With those rules in mind, students put together varied entries.  First place was 
awarded to Stephanie Hsia and Lara Mehling, students at the Harvard University 
Graduate School of Design. The judges noted their plan was “beautifully presented, 
thoroughly researched…[with] a remarkable sensitivity to the Olmsted legacy….”  
 
Second place went to Grant Losapio, Ashley Bancel, Megan Duva, and Yilan Jian, 
students in the University of Connecticut’s Program of Landscape Architecture.  
The judges found the plan to be “well thought out…and to show an understanding 
of the historical aspects of the Park and the original designer.” 
 
Honorable mention was awarded to Samantha Stewart, Shane Holman, Xuru 
Yuan and Guang Zhou, all students in the UCONN Program of Landscape 
Architecture. Their design included “well organized plant lists that contained all 
the pertinent information” and the plant images “helped in conveying design 
intent.”   
 
Tom Baptist, Superintendent of Public Works for the City of Hartford, led the 
judging panel; he heads the DPW partnership with Garden Club of Hartford in the 
Partners for Plants at Keney Park project.  A graduate of the University of 
Connecticut and the University of New Haven with a Master of Science degree in 
Environmental Science, Tom came to Hartford two years ago from a highly 
successful tenure as Vice President and Senior Scientist for the National Audubon 
Society. 
 
He was joined on the panel by: 
Ken Costello, a senior landscape architect with SMRT Architects and Engineers 
in Andover, Massachusetts.  A graduate of the University of Rhode Island and the 
University of Colorado at Denver with a Masters in Landscape Architecture, he 
has over 20 years of experience designing widely varied projects, including 



commercial and residential planning and parks, recreation and municipal 
facilities design.   
 
Mary Richardson, a magna cum laude graduate of the University of Connecticut 
with a degree in Landscape Design who is owner/president of Burnett's 
Landscaping in Salem, CT.  She co-founded and is partner/president of SafeLawns 
of Salem, CT.   
 
Amy Schuster, a member of the Garden Club of Hartford with a successful 
design/build garden design business specializing in residential design.  She 
earned her Masters in Landscape Design from the Harvard Landscape Institute 
and Boston Architectural College in 2011, and was Vice President of the 
Association of Professional Landscape Designers from 2009-2011. 
 
Shavaun Towers, a principal of Towers/Golde in New Haven and a Fellow of the 
American Society of Landscape Architects.  A graduate of Smith College and the 
University of California, Berkeley, Shavaun's work has focused on institutional, 
corporate and urban design projects.  In December 2014, the Connecticut Chapter 
of the American Society of Landscape Architects awarded Shavaun its inaugural 
Landscape Legacy Award for the lasting significance of her mid-1980's design of 
the restoration of the Sunken Garden at Hill-Stead Museum, Farmington, a 
project of the Garden Club of Hartford and the Connecticut Valley Garden Club. 
 
Herb Virgo served as the community representative for the judging panel.  Herb 
is a neighbor of Keney Park and the leader of the Keney Park Sustainability 
Project (www.familydayhartford.com), an educational and service organization 
for youth.  Under his leadership, KPSP has, among other projects, helped clear 
trails through the park and build raised beds and an aquaponic greenhouse at the 
Windsor Avenue entrance. 
 
The prize for first place was $1,500, second place carried a $1,000 prize and, 
with a grant from the Garden Club of Hartford, the honorable mention winner 
took home $600. The Garden Club of America, of which the Garden Club of 
Hartford is a member, funded first and second place under the auspices of its 
Partners for Plants program, an initiative designed to pair clubs with managers of 
significant public lands to monitor rare, endangered, medicinal or invasive plants.   
The Garden Club of Hartford has been involved in a number of park restoration 
projects in Hartford during its 99-year history, and many of our members have 
already been identifying and monitoring plants at the Barbour Street entrance to 
Keney Park.  Now that warmer weather has returned, we will soon resume work 
on identifying and mapping all rare, endangered and invasive plants within 300 
feet of that entrance.    
 
For more information on Partners for Plants at Keney Park, click here.   
 
 
 


